' 2024 Congregauonal‘Theme

THE RACE

THAT Ly W

¢ g~'¢\§v:\.j“ )
I s S E T . /\;\VV‘ |

'BEFORE us

= As Spiritual Leaders b

LAWRENCEVILLE 03.03.24



Therefore, since we are
surrounded by so great a cloud
of withesses, let us also lay
aside every weight, and sin
which clings so closely, and let
Us run with endurance

the race that is set before us

Hebrews 12:1



B e The Race That Is Set Before Us... =
(Introduction)

February As a Local Church 1

March As Spiritual Leaders o

April As Men

May As Women

June As Married Couples

July As Parents & Children

S et As Youth & Aging

September | As Employers & Employees

October As Earthly & Heavenly Citizens

November As Sinners

December As Saints




[11] And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the
evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, [12] to
equip the saints for the work of minisiry, for building up
the body of Christ, [13] until we all attain to the unity
of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God,
to mature manhood, 1o the measure of the stature of
the fullness of Christ, [14] so tThat we may no longer be
children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried
about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning,
by craftiness in deceitful schemes. [15] Rather,
speaking the truth in love, we are 1o grow up in every
way into him who is the head, into Christ, [16] from
whom the whole body, joined and held together by
every joint with which It is equipped, when each part
IS working properly, makes the body grow so that if

builds itself up In love. Ephesians 4:11-13
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[/] But grace was given 1o each one of us
according to the measure of Christ's giff. [8]
Therefore it says,

“When he ascended on high he led a host
of captives, and he gave gifts fo men.”

[?] (In saying, "He ascended,” what does it
mean pbut that he had also descended into
the lower regions, the earthe [10] He who
descended is the one who also ascended
far above all the heavens, that he might fill
all things.) [11] And he gave the apostles,
the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds
and feachers... Ephesians 4:7-11
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[10] According to the grace of God given to me,
ike a skilled master builder | laid a foundation, and
someone else is buillding upon if. Let each one take
care how he builds upon if. [11] For no one can lay
a foundation other than that which is laid, which is
Jesus Christ. [12] Now if anyone builds on the
foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood,
hay, straw—[13] each one’s work will become
manitest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will
be revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort of
work each one has done. [14] It the work that
anyone has buillt on the foundation survives, he will
receive a reward. [15] If anyone’s work Is burned
up, he will sutfer loss, though he himself will be

saved, but only as through fire.
1 Corinthians 3:10-15




[17] Now from Mileftus he sent to Ephesus and
called the elders of the church to come to
him. [18] And when they came to him, he
said fo them: “You yourselves know how |
ived among you the whole time from the first
day that | set foot in Asia, [19] serving the Lord
with all humility and with tears and with trials
that happened to me through the plots of the
Jews; [20] how | did not shrink from declaring
to you anything that was profitable, and
teaching you In public and from house to
nouse, [21] testitying both to Jews and to
Greeks of repentance tfoward God and of
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. Acts 20:17-21




[26] Therefore | testity 1o you this day that | am innocent
of the blood of all, [27] tor | did not shrink from declaring
to you the whole counsel of God. [28] Pay careful
attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the
Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the
church of God, which he obtained with his own blood.
[29] | know that after my departure fierce wolves will
come In among you, not sparing the flock; [30] and
from among your own selves will arise men speaking
twisted things, to draw away the disciples after them.
[31] Therefore be alert, remembering that for three
years | did not cease night or day to admonish every
one with tears. [32] And now | commend you 1o God
and fo the word of his grace, which is able 1o build you
up and to give you the inheritance among all those
who are sanctified.

Acts 20:26-32



[1] So | exhort tThe elders among you, as d
fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings
of Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory
that is going to be revealed: [2] shepherd
the flock of God that is among you,
exercising oversight, not under compulsion,
but willingly, as God would have you; not
for shameful gain, but eagerly; [3] not
domineering over those in your charge,
but being examples 1o the flock. [4] And
when the chief Shepherd appears, you will
receive the unfading crown of glory.

1 Peter 5:1-4
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