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> “Beware of false prophets, who come to you
in sheep's clothing but inwardly are ravenous
wolves. ° You will recognize them by their
fruits. Are grapes gathered from thornbushes,
or figs from thistles? 7 So, every healthy tree
bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears
bad fruit. '® A healthy tree cannot bear bad
fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit.
9 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is
cut down and thrown into the fire. ?’ Thus you
will recognize them by their fruits.

Matthew 7:15-20



28 Pay careful attention to yourselves and
to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit
has made you overseers, to care for the
church of God, which he obtained with
his own blood. %7 | know that after my
departure fierce wolves will come in
among you, not sparing the flock;

30 and from among your own selves will
arise men speaking twisted things, to draw
away the disciples after them.

Acts 20:28-30



But false prophets also arose among the
people, just as there will be false teachers
among you, who will secretly bring in
destructive heresies, even denying the
Master who bought them, bringing upon
themselves swift destruction. 2 And many
will follow their sensuality, and because of
them the way of truth will be blasphemed.
> And in their greed they will exploit you
with false words.

2 Peter 2:1-3a



3 But | am afraid that as the serpent deceived Eve by his
cunning, your thoughts will be led astray from a sincere
and pure devotion to Christ. 4 For if someone comes

and proclaims another Jesus than the one we proclaimed,
or if you receive a different spirit from the one you
received, or if you accept a different gospel from the one
you accepted, you put up with it readily enough.

> Indeed, | consider that | am not in the least inferior to
these super-apostles.

13 For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen,
disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. * And no
wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of
light. 1> So it is no surprise if his servants, also, disguise
themselves as servants of righteousness. Their end will
correspond to their deeds. 2 Corinthians 11:3-5; 13-15
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Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits
to see whether they are from God, for many false
prophets have gone out into the world. 2 By this you
know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that
Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3 and
every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God.
This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was
coming and now is in the world already. * Little
children, you are from God and have overcome them,
for he who is in you is greater than he who is in the
world. > They are from the world; therefore they speak
from the world, and the world listens to them. ® We are
from God. Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever
is not from God does not listen to us. By this we know
the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error. 1 John 4:1-6
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6 No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one
who keeps on sinning has either seen him or known
him. 7 Little children, let no one deceive you.
Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is
righteous. 8 Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of
the devil, for the devil has been sinning from the
beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was
to destroy the works of the devil. ® No one born of
God makes a practice of sinning, for God's seed
abides in him; and he cannot keep on sinning,
because he has been born of God. 1% By this it is
evident who are the children of God, and who are the
children of the devil: whoever does not practice
righteousness is not of God, nor is the one who does
not love his brother. 1 John 3:6-10
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> And by this we know that we have come to
know him, if we keep his commandments.
*Whoever says “I know him” but does not keep
his commandments is a liar, and the truth is not
in him, > but whoever keeps his word, in him
truly the love of God is perfected. By this we
may know that we are in him: ® whoever says

he abides in him ought to walk in the same way
in which he walked.

1 John 2:3-6
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